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SUBJECT: TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 20TH CPSU CONGRESS 

REF: MOSCOW 2988 

1 . IN IT SVOLUMINOUS REPORTING AND COMMENTARY RELATED TO 
THE 25TH CPSU CONGRESS, THE POLISH CENTRAL PRESS HAS IG- 
NORED THE 20TH CONGRESS ANNIVERSARY. THERE WAS, HOWEVER, 
A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE "LIQUIDATION OF THE PERSONALITY 
CULT" IN THE CONTEXT OF ANOTHER ANNIVERSARY-THE DEATH 
OF POLISH PZPR FOUNDER BOLESLAW BIERUT ON THE NIGHT 

OF MARCH 1 1/12 TWENTY YEARS AGO. 

2. THE DISCUSSION APPEARED IN AN ARTICLE IN THE MARCH 
6 ISSUE OF THE WEEKLY POLITYKA. THE ARTICLE, 
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RECHOWICZ, CONTENDS THAT BIERUT WAS A "DETERMINED ADVOCATE" 

OF THE LIQUIDATION OF THE PERSONALITY CULT AND A RETURN TO 
LENINIST NORMS AND PRINCIPLES AND EXPRESSED THIS VIEW FROM THE 
TRIBUNAL OF THE 20TH CPSU CONGRESS. IT FURTHER OBSERVES THAT. 
APART FROM THE CPSU ITSELF, NO OTHER PARTY STRIVED AS MUCH 
TO ELIMINATE THE EFFECTS OF THE PERSONALITY CULT AS DID THE 
PZPR. THE ARTICLE CLAIMS THAT THE PROCESS WAS BEGUN UNDR BIERUT'S 
DIRECTION AT THE TIME OF THE SECOND PZPR PLENUM. (COMMENT: 

THE REFERENCE IS TOT THE THIRD PLENUM WHICH WAS HELD IN 
JANUARY 1955. END COMMENT.) THE TRANSFORMATION CONTINUED, 
THOUGH INCONSISTENTLY, AND AN IMPORTANT STATE IN THE PROCESS WAS 
THE PREPARATION FOR THE 20TH CPSU CONGRESS. THE ARTICLE 
CONCLUDES THAT BIERUT’S OWN UNTIMELY DEATH SEVERAL 
DAYS AFTER THE 20TH CONGRESS PREVENTED HIM FROM UNDER- 
TAKING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESULTS OF THAT 
CONGRESS. 

3. COMMENT: BIERUT, A PERSONALITY SELDOM MENTIONED 
THESE DAYS, PRESIDED OVER THE MERGER OF THE POLISH SO- 
CIALIST PARTY WITH THE COMMUNISTS IN 1948. HIS RULE 
FROM THAT TIME UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1956 IS GENERALLY 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE "STALINIST" PERIOD IN POLAND. AN 
UPDATED HISTORY OF THE POLISH WORKERS'S MOVEMENT PUBLISHED 
IN 1974 TREATS REPRESEIVE ASPECTS OF THIS PERIOD AND THE 
PERSONALITY CULT IN VERY NEGATIVE TERMS. IT CREDITS THE 
THIRD PLENUM WITH AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN INITIATING CORREC- 
TIVE MEASURES BUT DOES NOT MENTION BIERUT. IN CLEARLY 
PORTRAYING HIM AS AN OPPONENT OF THE PERSONALITY CULT, 

THE POLITYKA ARTICLE REPRESENTS A STEP TOWARD THE 
REHABILITATION OF BIERUT. 

DAVIS 
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